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ÅThermal Decarbonization Working Group of the 

Pacific Coast Collaborative (West Coast states, 

province, cities) 

ÅFirst significant policy discussion - 2018 

Integrated Energy Policy Report Update 

(Decarb Docket Log)

Å2018 pending legislation: new construction & 

upstream product incentives, plans to meet 

statewide decarb targets, 100% RPS

ÅSeveral cities working on electrification reach 

codes

CA Policy Direction: 

Building Decarbonization

https://efiling.energy.ca.gov/Lists/DocketLog.aspx?docketnumber=18-IEPR-09


ÅAdopt an energy metric that aligns with 

GHG emissions (applied to all fuel types)

ÅAdopt a secondary demand flexibility 

metric (applied only to electricity)

ÅImplement performance trade-offs that 

prioritize & protect the building envelope

CA Policy Direction: 

Building Standards
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Source: Architecture 2030, Adapted from EIA ïInternational Energy Outlook 2017 (biomass not included)

GLOBAL BUILDING SECTOR ENERGY CONSUMPTION BY FUEL TYPE

Quads (Quadrillion BTU) 

0 
2016

80

120

40

160

FOSSIL FUELS (oil, gas, coal)

HYDRO (+ other)

NUCLEAR

RENEWABLES (solar, wind)

74%

15%

3%

8%

45% 
INCREASE IN 
BUILDING SECTOR 
EMISSIONS SINCE 
1990 



Components of Zero-Net-Carbon Building



Off -Site 

Renewable Energy 

Procurement



Potential Off-Site Procurement 

Requirements

Å Must be a legally binding contract

Å Must not be less than 15 years

Å Must keep RECs and other environmental attributes

Å Must be photovoltaic systems, solar thermal power plants, geothermal 

power plants, and/or wind turbines. 

Å Must be in same utility or distribution entity and the same ISO or RTO

Å Must maintain transparent accounting that clearly assigns production 

to the ZNC building



ScalableAttributes 
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